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Urgent action needed to improve human rights in Vietnam

Queensland Nationals Senator Ron Boswell today voiced his support for a community 
petition that seeks the government’s assistance in improving Australia’s human rights 
dialogue with Vietnam.

“I am happy to present the petition to the Senate asking that it take greater measures to help 
improve the human rights situation in Vietnam,” Senator Boswell said.

“I believe it is a matter of great importance, and I lend my full backing.”

The petition, organised by President of the Vietnamese Community in Australia Phong 
Nguyen, asks that the Senate appoint Members to take part in Vietnam human rights 
dialogue in order to achieve greater parliamentary scrutiny.

It also asks that the Senate make the improvement of human rights in Vietnam a condition 
for Australia’s overseas development aid to the country.

“Despite eight rounds of human rights dialogue that have been held between Australia and 
Vietnam since 2002, the situation in Vietnam has not improved and is in fact getting 
worse,” Mr. Nguyen said.

“We are grateful to the Australian government for the action it has taken to date. However, 
more action is needed to achieve real results.

“We thank Senator Boswell for his support.”

Senator Boswell’s backing of the petition comes after a speech he made in the Senate in 
February that raised awareness of Vietnam’s human rights situation.

“Human rights advocates in Vietnam continue to be detained and imprisoned without trial,” 
Senator Boswell said.

“The case of Viet Khang, the young musician imprisoned for two songs he posted online 
that protested against the Vietnamese government, is one of many troubling stories from the 
country.”

A delegation for Viet Khang was recently invited to the White House for talks on the human 
rights situation in Vietnam. The visit on 8 March was a result of a petition calling for action 
from the U.S. government that has attracted over 150,000 signatures.

“I commend the Australian and the international Vietnamese community for their tireless 
efforts to improve Vietnam’s human rights record,” Senator Boswell said.

“I expect the Australian petition will have a huge response, and I encourage all concerned 
Australians to sign it.”
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